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THE TRAINING OF A JEWISH MINISTRY, 

The attention of the whele community is now fully aroused 
to the want of a duly-qualified ministry: efforts are made on | 
all sides to promote a more devotional conduct of our public | 
worship, together with'such other ameliorations of the -syna- | 

| 


gogue discipline, as may secure the hallowed objects proper .to 
the institution. Zeal in the cause is sufficiently abundant; the | 
great desideratum of the day is, the influence which may safely — 
aud usefully direct it. . The timid adherents of old abuses; 
which even ¢hey cannot defend, are alarmed at the rapid thin- 
ning of their own ranks, and at the clamours of the many, 
whose only rallying point they deem to be the desire for 
change. And wherefore will they not, while yet they have the 
means, guide the current which they can no longer stem, ere it | 
bear them down in its accumulated force? And those who are 
thus urging onwards,—warned. by the fatal errors of the more 
unpetuous, can they not pereeive how litle they dare to essay 
without a leadership? Grant that they banish from the house | 
of God all which appears incompatible with the spirit which 
alone should reign there,—will that ereate such a spirit? Will 
it not be to produce more monotony and more tedium, though 
perhaps less outrage of feeling? Alas, our attention is dis- | 
tracted from the great design which might secure all the minor | 
objects of our pursuit; for these, we wage a petty warfare ; for | 
these, which even when gained we have but diminished one | 
class of evils, without security against the growth of others. 
True, we shall have assimilated the externals of our public 
observances to the fashion of. the day, and we shall have done 
wisely in so securing public respect, involving, as it does, our 
selt-respeet ; but where will be the parallel advantages ? where 
the solemn appeal to our best feelings? where the public 
struction of all classes? where the holy consolation, the 
ennobling hopes instilled by the spiritual pastor? A parallelism 
of demeanour will only render the more conspicuous, the more 
humiliating, the absence of a ministry. If those whom Israel 
has been permitted to teach, are so mindful of the duty to teach 
again, surely it ill becomes us, in our generation, to rest torpid, 
a glorious heritage neglected, our children left destitute of that 
which the God of their fathers entrusted to us, in order that 
their lives might be a blessing, and the reward of their labours 
a blissful eternity, 

The public ery is for pulpit instruction; and though here 
and there accident, or the pressure of the emergency, may call 
from the ranks some ardent labourer for our religious welfare, 
wise men will not wholly trust to chances so precarious for a 
spiritual sustenance, which has been, and will be, the life of 
our system. Others adapt their means to the end in view: 
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watchful superintendence, are found every where around us to 
constitute the essentials of a ministerial qualification: nor can 
me hope, except by similar .means, to remedy existing evils, to 
retrieve our lost position, and to be once again the model of 
the religious world, except we, by similar and adequate efforts, 
rear a ministry for ourselves. 

Weare told that the public mind is not even yet prepared 
for eflorts adequate to the provision of a college; at least, not 
for the exclusive reception .of candidates for the ministry. We 
naturally look round, therefore, for such collateral objects as 
may be rendered auxiliary to the main design. ‘These are the 
following: 

Tue Beru-Hameprasiu. There now exist two such esta- 
blishments, possessing funds, annual subscribers, libraries, 
ke. All these are desirable for the training of a ministry; 


and with the concurrence of certain of their officers, already 


interested in the undertaking, these advantages may be ren- 
dered available for the end in view. ‘The only necessary stipu- 
lation would be, as it appears to us, the provision of a suitable 
room, for the accommodation of those who study the law from 
a sense of duty, ‘The annual sums bequeathed for the promo- 
tion of stated studies, might, with pertect justice, be awarded 


(always for the prescribed duties) either to those employed in 


giving instruction to the young students, as an addition to their 
salaries, or, as short-termed scholarships in aid of the special 
studies; care being so taken, that the benefaction should not 
be a mere charitable gift, but the requital of studies designed 
to be advantageous to the community at large. 

Tus EceiestasticaAL Direction OR SprrituaAL GuIDANCE 
oF THE Community. To two of the London congregations 
are attached offices of Chief Rabbi. One of these offices has 
been vacant for many years. It has been estimated that the 
charge of the two has been about £1,500 per annum, derived 
almost exclusively from two congregations. There are also 
members of the Bethdin; one Bethdin being maintained by 
the Sphardim congregation alone; another, by the union of 
three metropolitan congregations. It appears to be generally 
understood, that in all elections to take place hencelorward, 
those candidates will be preferred, whose qualifications may be 
rendered available for the trainmg of an adequate ministry. 
It cannot be doubted that other congregations, either essen- 
tially British, or of British connexion, to the number of nearly 
forty at home, and an unascertained number in the colonies, 
(to say nothing of those in the United States in correspondence 
with us,) might be expected to contribute their share in pro- 
portion to their respective means; seeing that they have been 
accustomed to derive advantages from the London ecclesiastics, 
without contributing towards their maintenance. In case of an 
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opposition from certain congregations, (scarcely to be expected 
in the present state of religious fecling,) another means ot re- 
venue Is presented yy thetr dependence on London for licenses 
to oom, for marriage registration, marriage licenses, and for 
other less obvious matters. | 

Epvucation. Our columns have frequently, and at consi- 
derable length, potted out the necessity of a first-rate pro- 
prictary school, for the youth of our higher classes. W e have 
shown, thatit Christian dissenters need separate establishments, 
how 1s the expedioney ot providing such for 
Jewish children. We have already alluded to the practicabi- 
lity of associating such a school or college with the London 
University, and to the fact. that BOTLIC parents were at once 
prepared ‘to avail themselves of it:—in two or three instances, 
lor its theological braneh specially, 

A first-rate day-sehool for Jers, has also been solicited by 
the parents of between thirty and forty boys, resident mm a 
given neighbourhood, ‘That number would have proved but 
th of arauch larger association. 

We do not. find: it necessary to resume our notice of: other 
objects auxifiary to the main design; they will be found treated 
in our No IN. dlaving there sketched the outline of all com- 
prebensively, we proceed to fill in details, from a scheme 
drawn up last year. 

One floor of the house in Smith's Buildings, or one story of 
the Medrash of the Sphardim eongregation, to be devoted to 
the uses of adult students. The present management of this 
departinent, and of the Bethdin as connected therewith, to 
remam with the present trustees or committees, altogether 
distinct, (while as at present constituted,) from the educatignal 
college, 

The whole, or remaining portion of the house in Smith’s 
Buildings, to be devoted to educational purposes, under a 
mixed ¢ommittee, in part consisting of trustees of the Beth- 
hamedrash, and in part of an association for educational pur- 
poses. This association to supply all the masters, except those 
for Hebrew and. its collateral studies; exercising merely a 
right of challenge, previously to the election of such masters by 
the Beth-hamedrash vyoverument. 

As an equivalent tor the privilege of rendering the establish- 
ment an efficient day-school for the liberal and economical 
education of Jewish boys of the middle classes, the association 
would have to educate, free of charge, all such pupils of the 
Beth-hamedrash, as may be lodged upon the premises, and 
under suitable discipline trained tor the discharge of functions 
connected with the synagogue. 3 

Itis presumed, that the foregoing arrangements would not fully 
provide for the education of preachers, &c., nor afford sufficient 
inducements to youth from the desired classes, for devotion 
to those functions. ‘The opportunity would nevertheless be 
afforded for the development of such capabilities, where they 
might exist, as hereafter to be explained, 

A suitable house to be eceupied, in a convenient locality, 
West of London: to be conducted after the I} ( 


anner of a pro- 
prietary school (see Nos. X. and XI.) A Theological Principal 


. Ot be conneeted therewith, in such a manner as might train a 


limited number of young men for the ministerial funetion, pro- 
perly so called; and enable them to graduate at London Uni- 
versity College, for other necessary branches of their education. 

The means of supplying any deficiency in the self-supporting 
capabilities of these establishments, have been already pointed 
out, (especially in our No. IX...) and other resources might 
be reasonably anticipated, provided only, that the undertaking 
were origimated and prosecnted with Vigour and unanimity, as 
a national scheme. Meanwhile, there could be no doubt. even 
in the absence of permanent endowments, of our ability to 
raise annual grants, sufficient for three or four years at once, to 
be competed for after the manner of a “ college exhibition,” 


by the resident students of the establishment in Smith's 
Buildings, together with the theological students of the west- 


ern establishment: the advantages attained being, a tree main- 
tenenee and education for the given term, om 

We are unable to spare more room for other details, which 
alter all, are better adapted for the after-consideration of a 
comnuttee, Suffice the summary, that provision would be 


| who takes only one. 


made for the training of Jewish and private 
tutors practically ,—tor the and remuneration of 
those, in certain circumstances, doing ote 
the protection and assistance of certificate es le 
to obtain appointments, —for the due examina yon an ordi- 
nation of sacred functionaries,—and for the delivery, (on two 
half-davs weekly,) of religious and Hebrew instruction to youth, 
educated in other branches elsewhere, &c. 
reference to an article headed ‘* Beth-hamedrash (college,)" 
in our miscellaneous intelligence, will explain the. present 
appearance of the foregoing article. 


SOCIAL CONDITION OF JEWISH FEMALES. 


‘The following remarks form a note by the translator of 

Mendelssohn's Jerusalem; they are introduced by some 
biting sarcasms, applied to the Anti-Jewish policy which has 
raked up, from T'almudie writings, the semblance of a proo! 
that women are degraded by the, Jewish system. The 
egregious folly, if not wickedness, of so seeking to weaken 
conjugal ties, 1s admirably pointed out, in the few pages 
which preface the article which we quote.—Ep. | : 

It has been frequently either outright asserted by anti-J udean 
writers of a light calibre, that the Jewish laws require the 
female sex to be held in the lowest estimation, or, they were 
temperate enough, chiefly to attribute that bad custom to the 
manners of the East, the former country of the Jews, where, 
notoriously, wives—in comparison with those in Europe—hold 
not a much higher rank than slaves. Now, as far as regards 
Jewish females, those assertions are totally false, or rest on 
mere hypotheses of erring sophises. Which are the texts that 
warrant such an assertion? What though there be passages in 
the Bible and in Talmud which seem to vouch for the degra- 
dation of Jewesses amongst their own nation—they only 
seem, or indeed are, at most, the mere whims of some morose 
and tottering graybeard or other, no longer able to cull a 
flowret in the road through life ; such can by no means be taken 
as a Norma, whereby to decide the point of Jewish female 
slavery. There is no evidence of it in the five books of Moses, 
any more than in the rest of the sacred writings, nor in Talmud. 
With what mildness, cordiality, and affection, does Solomon 
speak of the excellencies of a wife, to which he devotes the 
last chapter of his Proverbs, concluding it with the fine verse 
SSann an i. e. “ Favour is deceitful, 
beauty is vain; but a woman that teareth the Lord, she shall 
be praised.”” There certainly are other passages in which 
the wise monarch, the e¢reatest of Eastern sages, * thinks 
less favourably of women; but probably these are only re- 
flexions which crossed his mind in pensive moments, or while 
in a moody temper, when everything clse presented itself tu 
him in sombre ‘colours ;. or—as Mendelssohn thinks. in his 
Hebrew commentary on Ecclesiastes, (chap. vii.)}t—because he 
had to form a comparison between the relative merits of a 
thousand ; whereas if he had known only one well, he would 
have been better able to find out her good qualities, and duly 
appreciate them, In the times of the prophets, women 

* “ He was wiser than all men.’’ 1 Kings, iv. 

+ When King Solomon found that his wives were turning away his 
heart from his God, he felt contrite, repented of his doings, and in the 
height of his vexation, uttered those contemptuous words about women, 


whom he considered the cause of the wrong he himself had been doing, in » 


transgressing the divine command. He likened sensual desires to woman, 
and pronounced her more bitter than death itself. He further Says: “one 
man in a thousand, have I found; but a woman among all those, have | 
not found.” Having athousand ~’-es, namely, seven hundred princesses, 
and three hundred concubines, aud not a blameless one amongst them! 
However, it is more becoming a sensible man to believe, that the king, on 
scrutinizing his conduct, must see, that if, agreeably to the commands of 
God, he had taken one wife or only a few, he would probably have met 
with a good helpmate, as have many others who had not reached that 
sage’s elevation in life. For there are good and bad women, as well as 
good and bad men. But as king Solomon had left the golden middle 
course and launched into extremes, by taking a thousand wives, no 
marvel thathe did not find in any single one of them, that help or love, 
that attachment and conjugal felicity, which ought to be the lot of him 

Besides, God had commanded kings not to take too 
polygamy was not forbidden to common men, perhaps 
reasons, still it is best for man to be contented with 


many wives. And if 
for moral or political 
one wife. 
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hature of a woman, .a deep and methodical study of those 


certainly were highly honored and esteemed among the Jews. 
Who has not read of high-spirited. Deborah, the holy, the 
inspired poetess, the tes of her nation? See what the 
prophet Malachi says about the sanctity of marriage ina 
particular chapter (11.), which he so beautifully begins with 
‘ Have we not all one father, has not one God created us all 2 
Then why do we act treacherously to one another, Ke.” 
goes on: ** ye cover with tears, with sighs and moans, the altar 
of the Lord; so-that he no longer looks at the sacrifices, no 
longer receives any thing acceptable at your hands. Ye say: 
Wherefore? Because the Lord is witnesss between thee and 
the wife of thy youth, to whom thou actest treacherously, and 


and | 
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yet she is thy companion and the wite of thy-covenant And 
did he not make one? Yet had he the residue of the Spirit, 
And wheretore one? That he might seek a Godly seed. There-. 
fore take heed to your Spirit, and let none deal treacherously. | 
For the Lord, the God of Israel saith, that he hateth putting 
away; therefore take heed to your spirit that ye deal not 
treachcrously.”” But itis objected thatthe Talmudists, for all that. 
speak very reproachfully of women. So they do, would I say, 
it I were one of those complying sycophants, who are so ready 
to condemn those men without hearing them; but my motto is. 
suum cuigue. Vere, the same as frequently of other things. 
the Talmudists are quite wrongtully accused; for thev actually. 
respected women to a high degree, and did perfect justice to 
their worth. And if we meet with passages, which have a 
face of contradicting that assertion, they certainly are not 
properly understood, or are wilfully misrepresented. But did 
not the Talmudists expressly sav and establish as a maxim: 
moan mn ina nx $3 i.e. Whoever 
teaches his daughter 7hora (the law or sciences) téaches her 
folly”? ‘To be sure, they said so ;. but, what else did they mean 
by it but, that he who crams his daughter's brain with a prolix 
exposition of the Mosaic or ceremonial law, teaches her some- 
thing unsuitable to the calling of a woman; and again, he who 
teaches her abstract sciences, makes of her an impertinent 
reasoner, Who at last neglects her duties as a housewife, and 
scoifs at all positive ceremonial laws; inasmuch as from the 


subtile matters neither is, nor can be, a business for them: and 


also because, in the opinion of the 'Talmudists, women are, for 
those things, less: steady than men? Accordingly, the Tal- 
iiudists, at least the more intelligent among them, did not 
by any means entertain a mean opinion of the female sex.* 
Out of respect to their merits, in regard to domestic affairs, 
they even exempted them from almost all ceremonial laws, 
which are bound to time: § and their observing them notwith- 
standing, is no more than a mere aping of the religious pro- 


‘prieties of males, of which they even do not know the meaning. 


Che Talmudists rather wanted to circumscribe the sphere of 
women to household duties; and, therein, surely they were not 


unjust to them; for where does woman appear to greater 


advantage, but where she can duly discharge the duties of her 
vocation? Granted that here and there the precepts of 
domestic duties, given by the ‘Talmudists to females, have 
been framed somewhat after the oriental fashion: but are they 
sO very sacred that they may not be modified and remodelled, 
in conformity with changed circumstances? Nay, has not this 
been done already long ago? Nevertheless there also are 
very good religious precepts for married life, which are not 
known to the generality, and of which | shall mention only the 
following: namely, a married man is not to undertake distant 
Journeys for a whole twelvemonth after the wedding, that he 
may not, thereby, grieve his wife. And several more of the 
like, 

And now there is yet another stumbling-block to be got 
over, namely, the daily prayer: ‘‘ Blessed art thou, O Lord, 
our God! King of the universe, who hath not made me a 
woman.” At this, great surprise has been expressed by many 
a one, and even by the venerable and liberal French Bishop 


rent women, for then you will get rich.” (Talmud Tract. 


} Time, thought the Talmudists, is much too precious to women for 


the discharging of their household duties, than to be wasted on ceremonial 
worship. 


| 


Gregoire, in his excellent works. However, the words of the 
late Isuac Eichel may serve to help us over it: ‘We 
should form a very wyong judgment of the Rabbins,” says he, 
ina note to his German translation of the daily prayers of the 
Jews, ‘* if we were to seek for the foundation of this prayer in 
their contempt of the female sex. Whoever is acquainted with 
the writings of the Rabbins, knows how strongly they every 
where recommend the highest respect tor that sex to which we 
are indebted for so many comilorts, for nursing, rearing, and a 
great part of our moral education. When we males are praising 
the. Creator for} hot having made us Wollch, We thereby mean, 
for not being subject to those natural aches aud inconveniences 
to which they are. Females, on the contrary, express their 
thanks to their Creator, according to the wise lesson: * That 
we are to receive evil at the hand of God, as thankfully as we 
receive good,’ by substituting, in this place: * Blessed art thou, 
O Lord, our God! King of the universe, who hath made me 
according to his will,’ ”’ | 

It will, therefore, be seen, that to forbear acknowledging 
women as amiable and excellent partners through lite, Is no 
priuciple of, but either an Ignorant or a traitorous uspersion Ol}, 
the ‘Talmud. 


A CONVERSION. 
AN HUNGARIAN TALE, AFTER THR FRENCH : 
FACTS RELATED IN A GERMAN 


FOUNDED 
PAPER. 


UPON 


It would be a curious and useful enquiry, to develop the 
origin and progress of those so-called conquests, made by the 
Christian in the ranks of Judaism, if it were always as practi- 
cable to lav them bare, as Is done in the following tale, 

For fifteen hundred years, the Catholie clergy has laboured 
with a zeal, to which history should render justice, im 
order to make proselytes among the children of Israel. Pro- 
mises, threats, sacrifices, tortures,—nothing has been spared; 
and evel the present day, zealous niissionaries, Protestant as 
well as Catholic, braving fatigue and danger, travel to all parts 
of the world, to recruit for converts. to the Christian fatth. 
But now. as always, it is not to the purest sentiments that they 
address themselves, but it is the weaknesses of humanity which 
are taken advantage of. Hlere, they cause to sparkle before 
the eyes of the Neophyte, the hope of a place or brilliant for- 
tune: there, they interest his’ pride ; and, elsewhere, they 
appeal to the affections of the heart, It is even said 
that there does exist, or has existed, in the capital of the 
Christian world, a chapel, in which curious phantasmagoria can he 
skilfully employed, and scenic effects produced, by means of 
ingeniously-contrived machinery: when the soul of him 
whom they would seduceis prepared, and his heart suffierently 
moved, he is conducted, by chance, mito this chapel the \ irgin 
immediately appears—the saints open’ their arms to receive 
him—seraphic music 1s heard—a thick Incense overwhelms his 
senses—a mysterious gloom envelops him—and when the poor 
young Neophyte is entangled in the thousand-fold seduetions 
of a pious fraud, he abjures his faith, and renounces his God, 
the associations, the joys of his childhood, the attachment of 
his friends, and the caresses of his family. 

Grosz Kanischa, rather an important town in Hungary, to- 
wards the end of the last century, presented a rare instance of 
conversion. The chief man who there exercised the fune- 


tions of Rabbi, deserted the ranks of Judaism, and embraced 


Christianity. The circumstances are as follow:—In 1765, ten 
Jewish families lived in this town, (now become enriched and 
important by the vivifying commerce of more than a thousand 
Israclites,) who there resided, retired, rich, and respectable. 
Unfortunately, this little community was the prey of discord, 
being divided into two parties, regarding each other with con- 
siderable animosity. Salomon Gyekenes, Parnas, or president 


dangerous passions, when influenced by anger. Salomon 
Presbourger, chief minister of the small synagogue, was mild, 
timid, of some learning, and of an irresolute character, which, 
in the most trifling circumstances, involved him in perplexity. 
According to the custom of the day, the Rabbi was at once 


‘expounder of the law, chaunter, lecturer, slaughterer of beasts, 
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of the congregation, was a man of violent fanaticism, and of 
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civil judge, and notary. Those functions gave him, as may be 
supposed, a powerful influence im the small community, an in- 
fluence which gave umbrage to the rich Gyekenes, who, for 
the importance attached to his own position, dreaded the always 
danverous competition of knowledge with ignorance, 

For some time, this hatred between these rival leaders was 
kept secret, only shewing itself at first on trifling occasions. 
The neh merchant, however, never suffered to pass any Oppor- 
tunity of humiltating the modest Rabbi: and for the pretended 
benefit of the community, (for petty broils at all times conceal 
thems-Ives beneath the cloak of public cood, the Parnas, on 
the pre text of economy, caused the emoluments of the prin- 
cipal of the community to be so much reduced, that Salomon 
Presbourger SOoOnl found himself compelled to resort to other 
expedicents in order to eke out a livelthood. The idea. then 
struck the poor pastor to write the Pentateuch on parchment, 
and offer it to the synagogue, hoping thereby to add to his 
means and recover his iwntluence. For a long pert d he devoted 
his nights to this tedious task; and it was not until he had 
finished it that he breathed in freedom. Unfortunately, his 
stirring adversary had profited by the time passed by the Rabbi 
in the seclusion of his closet, in order to destroy the little im- 
fluence which had remained to him.—and more untortu- 
nately stil—on the following Saturdav, when the new Penta- 
teuch was laid with great pomp upon the Theba, and the 
enraged Parnas was called to hear read a chapter of the law, 
he discovered in the portion an enormous error,—the only one 
committed by the caretul VV riter in his laborious work,—one 
word had been left out ’ | 

Great was the confusion which ensued in the little commu. 
nity of Grosz Kanischa; the omission was considered a bad 
OMe 5 the countenances of the menibers darkened, and Salo- 
mon Gyekenes severely censured the unlucky scribe. At this, 
the Rabbi, finding his dignity offended, gave vent to his anger; 
—he forcibly reproached his opponent with his persecution, he 
complamed with warmth of the indifference of the community 
to his interests; and, after having, as a man, given free course 
to the expression of his excited fechngs, he spoke in his cha- 
racter of Rabbi, of his character compromised, of his services 
unacknowledged, and of the Divine vengeance which such a 
state of things would not fail to draw down upon the commu- 
nity, This words, however, far from restoring sympathy in his 
behalf, excited only alow murmur in the assembly; and the 
Parnas, who thought himself personally attacked, forgot him- 
self so far as to strike the Rabbi. | 

From this time, the influence of poor Salomon Presbourger 
was entirely destroyed; his few adherents forsook him, and 
the vindictive Parnas caused to fall on him the iron hand of an 
absolute power, which no established institution could mitigate, 
The Rabbi was soon decried, abandoned, abused, and his ap- 


pointments and resources so much reduced, that he saw no | 


other alternative but begging, in: order. to support his poor 
family, consisting of an elderly sister, his wife, and two young 
children, 

A rich prelate lived not far from the modest retreat of the 
Rabbi; a kind neighbourly feeling had for some time existed 
between the two pastors. The priest knew how to appreciate 
the learning, the goodness, and the unmerited misfortunes of 
Presbourger. He offered him his condolence, and the free use 
of his purse ; but Presbourger, whether from pride or religious 
scruples, constantly refused his offers, until, as these amicable 
relations between the ministers of different faiths were mue 
talked about in the community as a subject of scandal, the 
Rabbi was compelled to deprive himself of this only prop and 
last consolation, ; 

But Miriam, the wife of Presbor 
as her husband; and it was not fr 
her part, if she failed to inspire him with the energy by which 
she was animated. She constantly broke forth into reproaches 
invectives, and recriminations; she accepted in secret the 
assistance of the prelate, and lent an attentive ear to the seduc- 
tive words that he Insinuated into her mind, in order to convert 
her to the Christian faith, She did not hesitate to permit this 
criminal object to become familiar to her ; at first she spoke of 


irger, was not so enduring 
im any want of exertion on 


—— 


h | 


it timidlv: then she ventured to enumerate the advantages that 
might be derived from their being converted; and at last, she 
incessantly lectured her husband with tears in her eyes, abusing 
the Jewish community, and demonstrating, at all times and all 
hours, that Presbourger had but one way of relieving himself 
and being revenged— conversion to Catholicism. W ho is 
ignorant of the address of a woman, when she determines to 
carry her point? Miriam managed so well her part, that after 
two years of discussion and contention, she brought her hus- 
band to her way of thinking; and, on the last day of Passover, 
1767, the Rabbi, his wife, and two children, abjured Judaism 
and embraced the Catholic religion at the convent of Czaka- 
tum, where the ceremony was performed with the greatest 
pomp, and the Count Altheim, the lord of the place, acted as 
godtather to the converts. 

~ It would be difficult to paint the astonishment of the Jewish 
community of Grosz Kanischa, the fury of the Parnas cheated 


out of his vengeance, and the grief of. the truly religious, who 


acknowledged, but too late, that their conduct was in some degree 
the cause of this conversion from the community: indeed, 
some members ventured to express their regret to lose the 
virtues of the Rabbi, whom they had, as it were, driven by 
force into the camp of the enemy. : 

But what was most heartrending, was the despair of the 
aged Rebecca, sister of the ex-Rabbi Presbourger. She had 
never heard, but with horror, her brother speak of conversion ; 
she had always combated the design; she had spent days and 
nights in tears and prayers; and on the day of abjuration, the 
old Rebecea, with death at her heart, alone, without resources, 
quitted, never again to return, the house of her brother. Being 
kindly received by some charitable individuals, she put on 
mourning, seated herself on the ground, rent her garments, 
erying aloud in her lamentations that she no longer had rela- 
tives. Grief having thus destroyed the little strength she 
possessed, she died within a few days, imploring the God of 
Israel to pardon her brother’s sin. | 

Salomon Presbourger retired to Czakatum, where Israelites 
were then forbidden to dwell; and the fear of shame was not 
his least motive in choosing that abode... But it was‘in vain 
that the Church gave him employment, and ensured to him the 
means of easy maintenance; remorse embittered his declining 
vears, and the reproaches that he did not cease to cast upon 
his wife, left him no repose. His home became a hell to him; 
for Miriam herself could not avoid frequently lamenting their 
former state, unhappy as they had deemed it. He lived isolated, 
for im the world he was pointed out as: the baptized Jew; the 
very children pursued him with curiosity, saying to each other 
—** That is an ex-Rabbi Jew.” Nor could his wife and chil- 


dren bring themselves to observe the customs of a new reli-’ 


gion; when a Jewish festival arrived, they celebrated it in spite 
of themselves, whilst they found no pleasure in the solemniza- 
tion of Christian rites. . Daily, after having said aloud the 
prayers of the Church, he returned home to pray according to 


the Jewish ritual; he was constantly repeating Jewish psalms ; 


and his greatest happiness consisted, when an Israelite passed 
through Czakatum, in according him a generous hospitality, in 
entering with him into theological disquisition, (if a ‘Talmudist) 
and in listening with interest to the news of the Jewish world ; 
and, above all, in receiving intelligence: respecting his former 
community of Grosz Kanischa, of which he never thought 
without heaving a profound sigh. : 

It happened about this time that a person named Jacob Cohn, 
the first Jew who had permission to reside in Warasdin, died 
somewhat suddenly; and according to a superstition at that 
time generally prevailing in Hungary, which has not yet 
entirely disappeared, a corpse crossing a country, exercises, for 
seven years atter, a deleterious influence upon the cultivation of 
the soil. The people, therefore, would not suffer the deceased 
to be carried for interment to Lave, the nearest Jewish com- 
munity, distant seven miles from Warasdin. All attempts to 
combat this prejudice were fruitless, and the parents of the 
defunct man, as a last resource, addressed themselves to the 
converted Rabbi, begging him to interpose on the subject with 
the clergy. To do this, he made use of an ingenious story : 
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pose was defeated,—at first, by the difficulty in inducing others 


he represented to the clergy, that he had only chosen that place 
to live at because there were no Jews there, and the ground was 
still holy; but, to his great horror, he had just learned, that 
they designed to pollute the earth with a Jewish carecase. 
« Think,” said he, *‘ whether by this sin you will not draw on 


the country a greater calamity than a seven years sterility!” | 


This reasoning produced the desired effect, and the Israelites 
obtained permission to transport the body. | 
Salomon Presbourger, having for a baptismal name Fran- 
ciscus, died in 1804, on the last day of the Passover, being the 
anniversary Of his conversion. When the extreme unction was 
offered him, he replied by chanting, in Hebrew, the beautiful 
hymn, Mimhamakem Karatheha (De profundis), and the priest 
having addressed him as Franciscus, the dying man raised 
himself, and, by a convulsive effort, cried aloud, “I am not 
Franciscus the baptized, but Salomon Presbourger the Jew!” 
With this exclamation he gave his last sigh.—It was reported 
that he died a good Christian, | pe 
JuDAICUS. 
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leading article, written with the usual power of that journal, 
enforces the necessity of a specially devised practical training 
for the due qualification of those, in whom should be vested the 
spiritual charge of a community. 

The Beth Hamedrash (College ).—An advertisement in our 
columns, gives notice of a public meeting on this subject, to 
be -held on Wednesday evening next. Our own views as to the 
sufficiency of the plans proposed by the provisional committee, 
may be inferred from all that we have hitherto published, 
especially from the outlines furnished in our No. IX. We 
have contended that the public feeling is with us; and that in 
aid of a scheme which, originated under suitable auspices, 


should afford due promise ofan efficient ministry, the public 


purse would be opened. liberally. 
met by the advocates of an almost pre-concerted plan; who, 


On the other side, we are 


conscientiously viewing @¢ as the great desideratum of our 


The Jewish Press.—W e hear that the Rev. Mr. Meldola has 
ceased to be connected with the ** Jewish Chronicle,” and that 
Dr. Benisch is about to edit a Jewish Monthly Magazine. We 
cannot doubt that such a publication could be rendered a desir- 
able acquisition to the literary inquirer among us, and that it 
will be received with favour by the religious world generally. 
Looking at the principles advocated in the learned Doctor's 
previous publications, we expect to be able to extend to him 
the ‘hand of good fellowship, and -we wish the undertaking 
success. Those who are cognizant of our orizinal design for 
the establishment of a Jewish press, will remember, that so far | 
back as the winter of 1840, we sought to form a literary asso- | 
clation for this purpose. Our first object’ was, a popular | 
periodical at short intervals, and, as an eventual addition, a| 
regular magazine: the former, to arouse and inform our own | 
people only; the latter, to serve as a medium for the exposition | 
of Jewish opinions, addressed to the world at large. 


Our pur- | 


toembark in an arduous undertaking which afforded so little. 
promise of favor or }uccess,—and, after a few numbers, by the 
interference of another, (we have no wish to call it an ‘‘opposi- 
tion”) paper. Wealmost forget our toils, when we regard their 
fruits; our main object is secured; aJewish press ¢s established; 
and much as it taxes us, we cannot venture to yield so powerful 
an engine for good or for evil, except to some association pro- 
perly constituted. We scarcely hope, at present, to effect such | 
an association for the conduct of the Jewish press, aud must 
therefore be content to bide our time. 3 

Western Synagogue.—St. Alban’s Place -—We are glad to 
learn that a general meeting, held on Sunday last, confirmed so 
much of the recommendation of the committee appointed in 
December last, (vide our No. VII.) as will effect most of the | 
improvements:then declared desirable. ‘The most important in | 


our estimation, is the declaration that the standard of the* 


minister shall be raised, and that he is to deliver a sermon on 
every sabbath and festival. We have received the informations 
too late for more detailed notice in this number. The Great 
synagogue, as we hope only from the proverbially slow move- 
ment of great bodies, incurs some risk of being the last in the 
race of improvement. 
Portfolios for this paper.—We have seen patterns of very 
at and economical portfolios, with well-arranged cords, for 
the present protection and ultimate binding of the ‘ /’vice of 
Jacob.’ They are made by Mr. Loewe, of Mansell Street. 
LhePublic Press.—An account, in the Morning Post of 
the 20th instant, of the Burton Street congregation, and the 
secession of its members, is a ridiculous distortion of the facts. 
—The Metropolitan Magazine of this month contains a me- 
trical version of The Three Friends,” from the 
(see the apologue on our page 56,) without any acknowledge- 
ment of the source whénce it was derived. The ethics of the 
Jews are quite at the service of our neighbours ; we complain 
of those who only parade “‘ the Jew,’ when the object is to 


ensuing meeting, in the declaration that, besi 


times, regard opposition as either a pretext to evade the pecu- 


niary claim, or as a cloak to an indifference really existing for 
the spiritual and social welfare of the community. Shall all 
thisseem justified? Shall the meeting of Wednesday evening be 
attended by none of those among us, whose influence is so well 
recognised, or whose voices are so loud in the demand for the 
renovation of our: sacred institutions? When our humble 
efforts, almost unaided as they were, sought to connect this 
great object of our cherished hopes with the monument which 
should commemorate the great vindication of Jewish cha- 
racter by the Montefiore mission,—one of our most effective 
arguments was, a subscription list, which, though containing 
but the names of some few personal friends, tendered for a 
college, more than half the amount eventually raised for a 
piece of plate. We declare then our conviction, that could 
such an argument be adduced now, conditional though it might 
be, so as to back the public demand for an institution adequate 
te our wants, the chief difficulty would be surmounted, and the 
future would be unclouded: but if these whose duties, even 
more than ours, are Involved, shall leave us unsupported at the 

this Beth- 
hamedrash, (for the ends which it is calculated to eflect,) efforts 
are incumbent upon the Jews of Great Brita and its depen- 
dancies, for the establishment of a Jewish ministry,—then, 
regarding this opportunity as a loss, of which both we and ours 
must reap the bitter fruits, we shall feel it due to those gentle. 
men who are at least disposed to do something in the matter, 
little though it be, to extend to them such humble aid as we 
may. And, alas! thus it will remain, until: perhaps, some new 
conyulsion of Jewish interests, vouchsafed in benevolence for 
the reanimation of a national torpor, shall rouse our successors 
to-retrieve our shame. 

Edinburgh.—Press of matter in our last number restricted 
us to the very short notice of the /lebrew Philanthropic Benefit 
Society of this city, which we copied from a newspaper. We 
are happy to learn from other reports which have reached us, 
the position which the few Jewish residents of Edinburgh 
occupy in the estimation of their fellow citizens. It appears 
that the non-Israelite founder of the society, James Douglas, 
¥sq., of Cavers, for some time anonymously remitted hand- 
some sums for the relief of the Jewish poor, making their own 
brethren the unfettered instruments of his bounty, and thus 
proving himself a “friend of fsrael*’ indeed, acting from 
pious impulses above all gape The society, influenced by 
the same spirit, vote annuafy a given sum to the Infirmary and 
to the Royal Dispensary.—Jews can both appreciate and 
reciprocate the kind offices of their friends and neighbours, 
founded on a pure philanthropy; but they are revolted by the 
fanaticism, however profuse in its expenditure, which tampers 
with the faith of the weak minded, the young, and the unin- 
structed; which destroys the peace of families, and offers pre- 
miums for hypocrisy. 

Improvements in the discipline of the Synagogue.—Two 
other meetings have been held by the gentlemen engaged in 
preparing the memorial referred to in our last number. We 
have scarcely yet had the opportunity for a critical examination, 
but it appears to be a respectful yet powerful appeal, in which 
the staunchest adherents of our ancient institutions, and every | 


pick a hole in his coat.—The Times, of the 22nd instant, in a | 


other devoutly-minded Jew can unreservedly unite. It is now 
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in the press, for general circulation throughout the congrega- 
tions of Great Britain, the Colonies, &c., and we hope to be 
able to lend it our hearty advocacy. It 1s understood to have 
received the unanimous concurrence of the meeting referred to, 
as did the resolutions upon which it was founded. One other 
topic is added to those enumerated in our last,—the memo- 
rialists “‘ trust, that consistently with our religious ordinances, 
our spiritual authorities will be enabled” to make such appoint- | 
ments of the hours of public service, as will facilitate the 
regular attendance of the members and their families. They 
formally declare their “ determination to abide by spiritual 


guidance, and to adhere to and uphold existing establishments.” | 


We cannot but express our gratification to find this becoming 
spirit prevailing the whole of this eloquent address. j 
The Jews’ Orphan Asylum Dinner on Thursday next, as 
announced im our advertising column, 1s expected to ** come 
off’ most brilliantly. The advertisement has reached us too 
date for further comment this week, 


~~ 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Tie Prussian Jews.—Our No, X11. referred to the rumours 
prevailing on the continent, concerning important changes to be 
effected by the King of Prussia in the social and political con- 
dition of his Jewish subjects. We did not hazard an opinion, 
from the difficulty of arriving at any positive data upon which 
to found one. Since then, the Berlin correspondent of the 
Times las discredited the whole report. Jewish correspon- 
dence of recent date, represents the excitement to have resulted 
from a supposed intention of the King to form the Jews of 
Prussia into a separate corporate-union. It is true, that the 
present ruler might thus confer special privileges and-exemp- 
tions, and perhaps benefit the Jews, ina religious point of view, 
by such an isolation, But, under a despotic. government, thie 
very principle of isolation would facilitate any persecution to 
which a less hberal minded successor might be moved. The 
Prussian people have not yet conquered their ancient. pre- 
judices against their Jewish fellow subjects; and these appear 
rather to seck an assimilation to, or even a not very compatible 
indentification with, the people at large, than privileges, though 
otherwise acceptable, which might the more strongly mark 
their distinctiveness. 

Lhe iterdwted 1 rayer Rook of the Hamburgh Seceders.— 
The Orient of the 2nd April, contains a review of the several 
opinions published on this interesting subject, by spiritual 
heads of various congregations, ‘The reviewer leaves un- 
noticed the publications on the question, of individuals in 
private life, notwithstanding that the very general excitement 
produced throughout Germany, has given birth to many such 
pamphlets ; nor does he include the opinions of the Hamburgh 
and Altona Rabbins, as being in a measure parties concerned, 

The opinions quoted, all recognise the abstract legality of 
modification in the ancient liturgy ; but only a section proceeds 
to the examination of the book in question, and these, with 
one exception, concur In condemnation of the book on various 
grounds, The writer also concurs in this sentence, and argues, 
that no safe or satisfactory modifications can be arrived at, 
unless they were submitted to a number of recognised Rabbins 
previously to publication. He supports this reasoning by ad- 
ducing an analogous case. The Hymn-book of the church in 
Wurtemburgh, has just been improved; it first was submitted 
to a synod, then for the confirmation of the king; and after 
that, it was sent to the press. : | 

Hamburgh.—The progress of toleration, even in this city, 
has been recently manifested by the following appointment of 
Jews. Lr. Gerson is elected a member of the Council of 
Health. Dr. G.’s eminence in his profession, and his generous 
devotion to the welfare of all classes, have earned for him this 
distinction, Herr Adolph Robinow is appointed Hamburgh 
Consul at the port of Leith. 

Norway.—Another serious fire having occurred at Dron- 
them, by which a great proportion of the inhabitants have 
been left destitute, a subscription was opened at Altona, to 
which the Jewish merchants contributed most liberally. It is 
worthy of note, that Jews are excluded from Norway by the 
laws; this illiberality, however, does not appear to have stayed 
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the progress of Jewish charity; and it is possible that this 


illustration of our national character, may have some influence 
in disposing the Storthing to a modification of their intolerant 
exclusion, as will the work recently published in advocacy 
of the Jews, and the earnest agitation of Drs. Riesser and 
Steinheim for the same end. 

Hamburgh ‘orrespondent”’ extracts from the Peters- 
hurgh papers, an account of the presentation by the Emperor, of 
two hundred silver rubles to a Jewish family under the fol- 
lowing circumstances :—At a fire which occurred at Skopin, a 
Jew named Breisch gave most effective assistance, and sus- 
tained, in consequence, injuries which occasioned his death ; 
the above sum was presented to his family. — | 

Statistics —From a statistical table published in the Staats 
Zeitung ot Prussia, we find that the increase of Jews:in that 


country, from the years 1837 to 1840, amounts to 10,744; the 


numbers for the latter vear being 194,323. The increase of the 
population in Prussia is, in proportion, greatest among the Jews; 
a fact borne out by prior statistics. The following reasons are 
assigned for this. The mortality of infants 1s much less, and 
the duration of life much greater among Jews than Christians, 
These facts are thus accounted for: the former, because the 
Jewish women do not engage in such rude occupations as those 
oftheir own class among the Christiats; and the longevity of 
the Jews is asembed to their greater moderation in the use of 
stimulating drinks.— Archives Israel tes. 

Jews in Prussia.—A letter from Berlin, 16th inst., in the 
Gazette of Upper Germany, has the following, with reference 
to the proposition now before the Prussian Council of State, on 
the subject of excluding the Jews of that country from the 
liability to serve in the army :—‘* This proposition has led toa 
conference between M. de Humboldt and M. de Stollberg. In 
a letter, M. de Humboldt says,— Illnatured rumours have 
been current on this subject; but if public opinion be against 
the principles involved in the proposition, I do not hesitate to 
regard it as contrary to sound policy and liberal feelings. It 
does not belong to man to interpret the decrees of God. 
The ages of barbarism show to what an extent the human mind 
may err!’ M. de Humboldt adds, that complete emancipation 
seems to him to be a necessity of the times. The Academy of 
Sciences has just given a noble example of tolerance. It has 
admitted as.member, on the proposition of M. de Humboldt, 
the learned philosopher, Dr. Riesser, of the Jewish persuasion. 
In the present state of things, this choice cannot fail to create 
a profound impression.—AlLorning Post. 

Syria.—It appears that the fanaticism which so recently 
attacked the Jews of Damascus with such fatal consequences, 
is now directed against the Christians, whose exclusion from 
Syria the Mussulman population. is said to be resolved upon. 
We regret to find, that the overt acts of these fanatics have 
called for the serious remonstrances of our ambassador at the 
Porte. An anonymous correspondent infers, that we shall be 
glad to hear that Doctor Alexander has not been stoned at 
Jerusalem. He can scarcely expect our insertion of his impu- 
tation of ‘‘a lie” to the dugsburg Gazette, and “the equally 
veracious Zimes,”’ unless he give his name and his authority. 


ON THE PROSPECTS OF CONVERSION FROM THE 
JEWS. | 
Lo the Editor of ** The Voice of Jacob.” 

Sir,—The notice taken by you, in the last Number of your 
valuable paper, of a Russian Ukase for the systematic further- 
ance of apostacy among the Jews, as well as of the covert and 
overt attempts for the same purpose nearer home; and the 
appeal addressed by you, in consequence, to the body of our 
nation, to be ‘up and doing,” may plead for the seasonableness 
of a résumé of what has, within these latter times, been achieved 
by the representatives of the Russian system in this country, i.e. 
“the Society for the Promotion of Christianity among the 
Jews;”’ a résumé which will show, how vain it-is for nations 
to rage, and for princes to take counsel against the things that 
are of the Spirit. 

From the accounts published in’the “ Jewish Intelligence,” 
by the Missionaries corresponding with the London Society, it 
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appears that the total of Jews, great and small, male and female, | 
converted—as they please to term it—through the instrumen- 
tality of the society's servants, from the beginning to the end of | 
the year 1841, just amounts to twenty-two! Considering that 


the Intelligence contains the bulletins of whatever has been | 
achieved for the cause in India, Turkey, Austria; in Germany, | 
Prussia, Holland ; in Belgium, France, England, Poland, Pales- | 
tine, Barbary ; considering that there is no reason for suspect- | 
ing that any real cases of conversion have been allowed to pass _ 
unnoticed, (since the hired agents of the society, would, in cases 
of doubt, rather ‘‘ thrice slay the slain,” than leave unrecorded | 
the offering ofa single sacrifice on their altar)—it must be con- | 
fossed, that these results are sadly disproportionate to the notes 
of dreadful preparation, with which these standard-bearers of | 
the church militant are accustomed to sally forth from the 
grandiloquent ** Conciones”’ at Exeter Hall. ‘Twenty-two bap- 
tisms are all the ledger of the society shows as the equivalent for , 
upwards. of 22,0002. received (according to the last annual 
report) by the Missionaries from their ‘* benevolent public,’ during 
the space of one year. It is tor the supporters of these Mis- 
sions to see, whether they have much reason to be proud of the | 
inystical proportion between the supplies and * the conquests 
brought home” in the course of one year. Iam induced to- 
bring forward this fact merely for the purpose of showing to the 
Jewish public, that no serious apprehension is to be entertained 
froma society whose history is a practical illustration of the old 
fable of the mountain ip labour. As your appeal calls general 
attention to the subject, I would especially urge on those who | 
have influence among our brethren, the Proper LV of bestowing | 
their solicitude on those wants of the humbler Jewish classes, | 
here and elsewhere, which the members of the conversion | 
society boast, with such unblushing ostentation, to relieve, and 
the existence of which is their most plausible passport for an 
introduction. 

The scheme of the society proves itself a failure, (however 
profitable for its emissaries,) not only from the quantity, but | 
principally from the quality of the converts. whose correspon. | 
dence fills the greater portion of last year’s ** Intelligence :” 
from these very documents I intend, in a future communication, 
to forward you vouchers, for the justice of the opinion T entertain 
of the worthies whose names go to. make up the famous twenty- 
two. Were the cause of ** Conversion” only passable, the 
means with which a proselytising sect has been persuaded to_ 
support the society, in conjunction with the very favorable 
auspices under which the society made its appearance and conti- 
nued its work for years among us, could not have failed to ensure 
results, at which the real lovers of the Jews would indeed have | 
to grieve. When the promoters of the mission started on their 
career, the political state of the Israelites in many contmental 
countries of Europe, and in England, was very dificrent from 
what it now is, it having been such as to excite, In many a weak 
mind, the desire to find a colorable excuse for breaking off con- 
nexion with a body, no-where befriended, and in many places | 
cruelly harassed. Indifferentism had then made fearful havoc | 
among those classes that mingled socially with their Gentile 
countrymen; few indeed, were the means of Instruction then _ 
anywhere existing for the Jewish multitude ; religious authority 
was almost exclusively in the hands of men on whom the spirit 


of the age could exercise no beneficial influence, and who were 


as unfit for strengthening the religious edifice where required, 
internally, as they were incapable to make a head against the 
assailant, externally : public organs for the interchange of thought, 
of advice, were either unknown or inaccessible to the mass :— 
the bond of fraternal connexion scarcely bound together the 
members of the same congregation, aud was totally ineffectual, 
in those times of dreaded suspicion, for interesting the Jews of 
one portion of the world, in the fate of their remoter brethren. 
I venture to say, that if a wholesale conversion ever were pos- 
sible, it was in the state of the Jews at that period; and if, de- 
spite the advantageous position of the society, its boisterous 
efforts have had so puny an effect, it cannot be expected that 
any new inventions in the arts of proselytising can render the 
design more successful henceforward. 

By the silent, but powerful, agency of a more general dif- 


fusion of enlightenment, the condition of our community has 


better, 
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been, almost in the whole of: Europe, materially changed for 
That the political position of the Jews has been 
gradually improving everywhere, needs no proof; not only 


the governments, but, what is a far greater adyantage, the 
people of Europe, have more or less banished from their minds 
antiquated prejudices against the Jewish name and character. 


Inditferentism is disappearing apace and is discredited among 


the Jews, even where it is a badge of honor among other reli- 


gious denominations; many enlightened rabbins and teachers 


occupy the synagogue chair, and seek to ** bring back the hearts 


of the sons to their fathers ;’’ men of letters, glorying in the 
name of ** Jewish men of letters,” enforce respect trom the 
learned public for their own meritorious labours, as well as for 
the long neglected treasures of our learned ancestors; ardent 
preachers of the divine word shed far and wide the cheering 
ray of religious instruction among the people; upwards of a 
dozen Jewish publications have undertaken the advocacy of 


Jewish interests in Germany alone; this good example has been 


followed; France, England, Holland, Hungary, Belgium and 


Poland, all have their Jewish periodicals, their magazines, their 


Jewish organs. Versions and commentaries of the sacred serip- 
tures, equal in literary merit (and even superior) to the most 
renowned modern productions of Christian divines, have been 
published by the ablest teachers of our religion in erudite 
Germany ; similar works of sterling value are in process in 


France and in our own courtry; and more glorious than all, 
| when harbarous fanaticism directs a cowardly attack against an 
| unprotected portion of our brethren, and against the character 


of our religion, the whole house of Israel feels the thrill of in- 
dignation, and fearlessly proclaims that when the law of God is 
reviled in the East, the Israelite of the uttermost West lifts up 


his heart and his hands to the defender of his faith. 


The present time is fraught with mighty consequences for 
the people of Israel. May those whom God has blessed with 


ability to do good and with love for the seattered brethren ot 
their faith, understand the signs of the times; may they, by 


just and laudable means, obtain the guidance of the Jewish 
mind, and proceed under the favorable auspices of these days 
to a praiseworthy beneficient conversion of our own masses, 
long disregarded as they have been; may they understand their 
high and responsible mission, and prove it by advocating, in an 
inoffensive but energetic manner, the rights of men in quarters 
where these rights, so far as the Jew is concerned, are scarcely 
recognised, and by administering to the wants, principally 
spiritual, of the lower classes ;—in-short, may they strenuously 
further the work, now everywhere progressing ;—then, indeed, 
will the Missionaries, in a very short time, have to look some- 
where to the south of the desert of Sahara for that comfortable 
Missionary region, where ‘* the generality of the Jews are very 
ignorant,’ and are so little acquainted with the Bible,’ * as 
to become an casy prey to the sophistries of itincrant agents at 
apostacy. 


Fulse Colours.—The peculiar terms of an advertisement in our 
columns (headed Sy the insertion of which has 
been obtained through our printer, induced us to apply for the 


work to Wertheimer and Co., whose name is employed. Messrs. 


W. and Co, knew nothing of it, and on investigation, found 
that they had. merely printed a few wrappers with a different, 
though similar title, for a respectable publishing house. We 
called there, (at Bagster and Sons,) and were shown the work: 
it is not what it 1s made to seem-iIn our columns: and what 
‘might induce a Jewish parent to order it as a suitable picture 
book for his children. The very title page is different, the 
mottos are different (two are from the ‘ New ‘Testament’’), 
and a whole series of interleaved notes labour to prove, that 
the tabernacle sacrifices were merely typical of Christianity, 
This is evidently the object of the publication ;—and is it 
honest to seek thus covertly to introduce the thing into Jewish 
families? We have not room to make further remark at pre- 
sent; and we cannot doubt that Messrs. Wertheimer and Co., a 
Jewish house of acknowledged respectability, will be glad to 
remedy the looseness of a system which permits such a use of 


their name. 
* Jewish Intellig., Oct. 1841. 
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Ox Dits.—That, in the Birmingham congregation, it 1s m 
agitation to adopt the improvements recently introduced in 
the synagogues of other towns.—That Dr. Loewe:1s invited to 
deliver a sermon in the Great Synagogue, Duke Street, on the 
second day of the ensuing my3v.—That Mr. Whaley, Jun, 1s 
appointed one of the examiners, in the department of mathe - 
matics, for the London University.—That the Liverpool Hebrew 


Hducational Institution is progressing favourably. —That a few 


gentlemen, connected with the Synagogue in Great St. Helens, 


are about to effect arrangements whereby Dr. Benisch will give, : 
in some convenient locality, a series of scriptural expositions, | 


to be followed by discussion, on every alternate Sabbath. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 
“The Conciliator” of R. Menasseh ben Israel, &e , by H, 
| Lindo. 


We are unable. to do more at pre-ent than glance over the _ 


copy sent to us.. As it is not to be published till next week, 
our review will be in time in a future number. 


Charities of the Sphardim Congregation.—*< One of the Old | 


School ” would not find his cause served by our insertion of | 


his defence agaist charges of ‘illegality and inexpedicncy.” 
D. A.’s contribution is received with thanks. 


‘4 Mother in Israel.’"—The letter will be inserted in the 
next number. 

Chapter of Isaiah.’ Mr. Newman's exposition isn 
type, but unavoidably postponed, 


Notice.—Tie marriages or deaths of persons of considera-— 


in our community, wil be announced, if communicated 
either by the registering officer, or hy members af the family. 


NOTICES FOR THE. ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Friday 29th of April, 19th of WS 34th of a5 Sabbath at 7: 


Friday Oth of May, 26 Sabbath at 7° 
‘hues. 10 Istof wo 43 BAR 


Subscribers of not less than half a guinea annually, towards 
the loss on this undertaking, are entitled to receive the num- 


bers regularly, postage free. Instructions to be forwarded ‘to _ 


the Office, 27, Camomile Street, St. Mary Axe, There are 


SURSCRIBERS and FRIENDS of 

HAMEDRASH, COLLEA-E ste tey stieed « 

the Vestry Room, of the Great Sy >. Mer me, 
6 o’Clock in the Evening. —The be | 


ORPHAN ASYLUM, Leman-etreet, Goodin 


Her Royal Highness th a1 

Ilis Royal Highness the 

Ilis (;race the Luke 


A PUBLIC DINNER in aid of the a 
on Thursday, the 5th of May next, at Uy 
which occasion the Stewards have Us 
The Right Hon. Lord JOUN RUSSELL. ™ 


tanker t 
Vice-Presidents—JOSHUA JOSEPH, 
Treasurer—-Samue. 


STEW 


The Rt. Hon. Viscount Palmerston, 
.B. | 

The Right Hon. Sir John Pirie, Bart a x" 
Lord Mayor. 

George Byng, Esq., M.-P shart 

Benj. Bond Cabbell, Esq 

Sie Wm. Clay, Bart., M.P ives 
Hannanel De Castro, Esq ~ 

Morris Emanuel, Esq. ~ 


Aaron Joseph, Esq. 
Dinner on table at clo T At 
be obtained of the Stewards; of the 
and at the Asylum, Leman-street, Goodmas »-! 


- 


(, LOUCESTER HOUSE ACADEMY) 
having removed his Establi- 


Kew where he has taken spars 


several accounts due to us still outstanding. our friends would | 


lighten our labours, already sufficiently onerous, if by remittance 


they would save us the necessity of extra. office duties. 


Readers, out of the London distributor's circle, may obtain | 


this periodical on application to any respectable bookseller, 
who can supply the numbers regularly, without extra charge. 

Agents for Germany have been appointed in compliance with 
the request of our continental friends. They are Herr Boet- 
decker 11 Hamburg—and Herr Asher in Berlin. 


FEXMIE ROD OF JUDGMENT; which demonstrates by 

_ natural inferences, the Truth of the Oral Law, transmitted to us by the 
Sages of Israel, the Authors of the Mishna and the Talmud. By the Rev. David 
Nieto, ‘of blessed memory,) Chief Rabbi of the Spanish and Portuguese Congrega- 
tion of London, (in the year 5474), Translated from the Hebrew, by Dr. 


lL. Loewe, Printed by Wertheimer, & Co.; Sold by the Translator, 55, Mansell 
Street, Goodmand’s Fields. (No, 1, Price 1s.) 


by aby 


PsaLm cxxy, 5. 
Just Published, price 12s. (Demy Folio in Boards and Lettered WF 
TABERNACLE IN THE WILDERNESS. Accord. 


; ing to the Pattern seen by Moses in the Mount. Ex. xxiv, 18, xxv. 1—40, 
Four Engravings, coloured, and inlaid with Gold, Silver and Brass, according to 
the texts of Scripture. Dedicated to the House of Israel. By W. G. Ruinp, 


NA OW—Ler. xvii 1. 
London :—-J. Wertheimer & Co., Circus Place, Finsbury Circus, 


(7 Vide “ False Colours,” page 127, 


four acres of ground and in - ev. 
Establishment; solicits .the pats 


addition to the well Known salubrity of 
| as regards the solidity of the tmstru 

| attention, for promot the « 

| shall not be excclied by any in the 4% 

Mr. Neumegen flatters himself, that ‘ 

: fession, aad the proficiency of the nu 

| his eare, will entitle him to. the sami | e 

had the honor of enjoying for twenty years. at Tle 

The pupils are instructed in the Hebrew | ose 

| made acquainted with its subliave Liter 

admitted as being must essential for the e 

‘To meet the wishes of some of Mr. N. 

class for instruction in the Talmad. 

such pupils whose parents shi particeiari 
, the knowledge of that crudite study, 
Terms.—Including English in all its bra 

_ keeping, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geomet 
| Globes :—Thirty-six Guineas per Annu VM as 

One Guinea per Quarter each Music, 
Each Pupil to briny Six towels and 
| years of age, ate admitted at Thirty Guineas 
| charge whatever. 

| The two Vacations, at the Passover and. 


each; but any pupil is at liberty to remain a 
expense, except during the week of Passore 


MAY HOUSE. ACADEMY, equi-dtest 
a 


Mile from the towns of Nurthflee 


CROWCOL R, beg once more to aunounee t ‘ond the on 
has re-commenced; and they fec! assured that the well 
phere of Gravesend, the delightful retin ei 


which have been made for corporeal and mecmts 
eulogiums bestowed upon the system of education 
pursued their establish: ut, will ¢ 
which they have hitherto received.—Terms mock 


W ANTED as Assistant in a J; Wish Semuuars situate. 


few miles from Town. a young man of 

the Hebrew persuasion, to instruct in the Hebrew am 
Arithmetic, &c.—For particulars, Apply at N 
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he represent d to the clergy, that he had only chosen that place 
to live at because there were no Jews there, and the ground was 
still holy; bat, to his great horror, he had just learned, that 
they designed to pollute the earth with a Jewish carcase. 
“ Think,” said he, * whether by this sin you will not draw on 
the country « greater calamity than a seven years sterility! ’’ 
This reasoning produced the desired effect, and the Israelites 
obtained per uission to transport the body. 

Salomon Vresbourger, having for a baptismal name Fran- 


ciscus, died n 1804, om the last day of the Passover, being the : 


anniversary of his conversson. When the extreme unction was 
offered him, he replies’ oy chanting, in Hebrew, the beautiful 
hymn, Mim! amakem haretheha De profundis), and the priest 
having addressed hua as Franeiseus, the dying man raised 
himself, and, by a convulsive effort, cried aloud, “I am not 
Franciscus tie but Salomon Presbourger the Jew!” 
With this exclamation he gave hts last sigh.—1It was reported 
that he died a good: | 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

The Jeriwh Press —We hear that the Rev. Mr. Meldola has 
ceased to be connected with the “ Jermish Chronicle,” and that 
Dr. Benisc’ is about to edit a Jewish Monthly Magazine. We 
cannot doubt that such a publication could be rendered a desir- 
able acquis! ion to the int rary inquirer among us, and that it 
will be rece ved with favour by the religious world generally. 
Looking at the principles advocated in the learned Doctor's 
previous publications, we expect to be able to extend to him 
the hand. of good fellowshyp, aed we wish the undertaking 
success. Those who are cognizant of our original design for 
the establis »ment of a Jewssh press, will remember, that so far 
back as the winter of IM40, we sought to form a literary asso- 
ciation for this purpes Our first object was, a popular 
periodical at short intervals, and, as an eventual addition, a 
the former, to arouse and inform our own 
people only; the latter, to serve as a medium for the exposition 
of Jewish opinions, addressed to the world at large. Our pur- 
pose was d: feated,—at first, by the difficulty in inducing others 
to embark in an arduous undertaking which afforded so little 
promise of favor or suecess,—and, after a few numbers, by the 
interference: of another, (we have no wish to call it an ‘‘opposi- 
tion”) paper, We almost forget our torls, when we regard their 
fruits; our main object secured; a Jewish press ¢s established ; 
and much as it taxes us, We cannot venture to yield so powerful 
an engine OF gt word or for evil, except ‘to some association pro- 
perly const:tuted. We scarcely hope, at present, to effect such 
an association for the conduct of the Jewish press, and must 
therefore be content to bide our time. 

Western Synagoque.—St. Albans Place —We are glad to 


JUDAICUS. 


‘learn that a general meeting, held on Sunday last, confirmed so 


much of the recommendation of the committee appointed in 
December last, ‘vide owr No. VII.) as will effect most of the 
improvements then declared desirable.. The most important in 
Our estimation, is the declaration that the standard of the 
minister siall be ransed, and that he is to deliver a sermon on 
every sabbath and festival, We have received the information 
tog late for more detailed notice in this number. The Great 
synag gue, as we hope only from the proverbially slow move- 
ment of great bodies, incurs some risk of being the last in the 
race of iniprovement. 

Portfouos for tus paper —We have seen patterns of very 
neat aud economical portfolios, with well-arranged cords, for 
the present protection and ultimate binding of the ‘ Voice of 
Jacol.’ They are made by Mr. Loewe, of Mansell Street. 

Lhe Public Press.—An account, in the Morning Post of 
the 20th instant, of the Burton Street congregation, and the 
secession of its members, is a ridiculous distortion of the facts. 
—The Je tan Magazime of this month contains a me- 
trical version of “ The Three Friends,” from the py3957 n)3)n, 
(see the apologue on our page 56,) without any acknowledge- 
ment of the souree whence it was derived. The ethics of the 
Jews are quite at the service of our neighbours ; we complain 
of those who only parade ** the Jew,” when the object is to 


pick a hole in his coat.—The Zunes, of the 22nd instant, in a | 
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leading article, written with the usual power of that journal, 
enforces the necessity of a specially devised practical training 
for the due qualification of those, in whom should be vested the 
spiritual charge of a community. 

The Beth Hamedrash (College ).—An advertisement in our 
columns, gives notice of a public meeting on this subject, to 
be held on Wednesday evening next. Our own views as to the 
sufficiency of the plans proposed by the provisional committee, 
may be inferred from all that we have hitherto published, 
especially from the outlines furnished in our No. IX. We 
have contended that the public feeling is with us; and that in 
aid of a scheme which, originated under suitable auspices, 
should afford due promise of an efficient ministry, the public 
purse would be opened liberally. On the other side, we are 
met by the advocates of an almost pre-concerted plan; who, 
conscientiously viewing @ as the great desideratum of our 
times, regard opposition as either a pretext to evade the pecu- 
niary claim, or as a cloak to an indifference really existing for 
the spiritual and social welfare of the community. Shall all 
this seem justified? Shall the meeting of Wednesday evening be 
attended by none of those among us, whose influence is so well 


recognised, or whose voices are so loud in the demand for the 


renovation of our sacred institutions? When our humble 
efforts, almost unaided as they were, sought to connect this 
great object of our cherished hopes with the monument which 
should commemorate the great vindication of Jewish cha- 
racter by the Montefiore mission,—one of our most effective 
arguments was, a subscription list, which, though containing 
but the names of some few personal friends, tendered for a 
college, more than half the amount eventually raised for a 
piece of plate. We declare then our conviction, that could 
such an argument be adduced now, conditional though it might 
be, so as to back the public demand for an institution adequate 
to our wants, the chief difficulty would be surmounted, and the 
future would be unclouded: but if these whose duties, even 
more than ours, are involved, shall leave us unsupported at the 
ensuing meeting, in the declaration that, besides. this Beth- 
hamedrash, (for the ends which it is calculated to effect,) efforts 
are incumbent upon the Jews of Great Britain and its depen- 
dancies, for the establishment of a Jewish ministry,—then, 
regarding this opportunity as a loss, of which both we and ours | 
must reap the bitter fruits, we shall feel it due to those gentle- 
men who are at least disposed to do something in the matter, 
little though it be, to extend to them such humble aid as we 
may. And, alas! thus it will remain, until perhaps, some new 
convulsion of Jewish interests, vouchsafed in benevolence for 
the reanimation of a national torpor, shall rouse our successors 
to retrieve our shame. | 

Edinburgh.—Press of matter in our last number restricted 
us to the very short notice of the Hebrew Philanthropic Benefit 
Society of this city, which we copied from a newspaper. We 
are happy to learn from other reports which have reached us, 
the position which the few Jewish residents of Edinburgh 
occupy in the estimation of their fellow citizens. It appears 
that the non-Israelite founder of the society, James Douglas, 
Esq., of Cavers, for some time anonymously remitted hand- 
some sums for the relief of the Jewish poor, making their own 
brethren the unfettered instruments of his bounty, and thus 
proving himself a ‘ friend of Israel” indeed, acting from 
pious impulses above all suspicion. The society, influenced by 
the same spirit, vote annually a given sum to the Infirmary and 
to the Royal Dispensary.—Jews can both 4 Spore and 
reciprocate the kind offices of their friends and neighbours, 
founded on a pure philanthropy; but pan | are revolted by the 
fanaticism, however profuse in its expenditure, which tampers 
with the faith of the weak minded, the young, and the unin- 
structed; which destroys the peace of families, and offers pre- 
miums for hypocrisy. 

Improvements in the discipline of the Synagogue.—Two 
other meetings have been held by the gentlemen engaged in 
preparing the memorial referred to in our last number. We 
have scarcely yet had the opportunity for a critical examination, 
but it appears to be a respectful yet powerful appeal, in which 
the staunchest adherents of our ancient institutions, and every 
other devoutly-minded Jew can unreservedly unite. It is now 
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in the press, for general circulation throughout the congrega- 
tions of Great Britain, the Colonies, kc., and we hope to be 
able to lend it our hearty advocacy. It is understood to have 
received the unanimous concurrence of the meeting referred to, 
as did the resolutions upon which it was founded. One other 
topic is added to those enumerated im our last.-—the memo- 
rialists “‘ trust, that consistently with our religious ordinances, 
our spiritual authorities will be enabled” to make such appoint- 
ments of the hours of public service, as will facilitate the 
regular attendance of the members and their families. They 
formally declare their “ determination to abide by spiritual 


guidance, and to adhere to and uphold existing establishments.” 
We cannot but express our gratification to find this becoming 
spirit prevailing the whole of this eloquent address. | 


The Jers Orphan Asylum Dinner on Thursday next, as 
announced in our advertising column, is expected to “ come 
off’ most brilliantly. The advertisement has reached us too 
late for further comment this week. te : 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Tie Prussian Jere: —Our No. XIIL. reterred to the rumours 
prevailing on the continent, concerning important changes to be 
effected by the King of Prussia in the social and political con- 
‘dition of his Jewish subjects. We did not hazard an opinion, 
from the difficulty of arriving at any positive data upon which 
to found one. 
Times has discredited the whole report.. Jewish correspon- 
dence of recent date, represents the excitement to have resulted 


from a supposed intention of the King to form the Jews of 
Prussia into a separate corporate-union. -It is true, that the | 


present ruler might thus confer special privileges and exemp- 
tions, and perhaps benefit the Jews, in a religious point of view, 
by such an isolation. But, under a despotic government, the 
very principle of isolation would facilitate any persecution to 
which a less hberal minded successor might be moved. The 
Prussian people have not vet conquered théir ancient pre- 
judices against their Jewish fellow subjects; and these appear 
rather to seek an assimilation to, or even a not very compatible 
indentification with, the people at large, than privileges, though 
otherwise acceptable, which might the more strongly mark 

The mterdwted Frayer Book of the Hamburgh Seceders.— 
The Orient of the 2nd April, contains a review of the several 
opinions published on this interesting subject, by spiritual 
heads of various congregations. The reviewer leaves un- 
noticed the publications on the question, of individuals in 
private life, notwithstanding that the very general excitement 
produced throughout Germany, has given birth to many such 
pamphlets; nor does he include the opinions, of the Hamburgh 
and Altona Rabbins, as being in a measure parties concerned. 

The opinions quoted, all recognise the abstract legality of 
modification in the ancient liturgy ; but only a section proceeds 
to the examination of the book in question, and these, with 
one exception, concur in condemnation of the book on various 
grounds. The writer also concurs in this sentence, and argues, 
that no safe or satisfactory modifications can be arrived at. 
unless they were submitted to a number of recognised Rabbins 
previously to publication. He supports this reasoning by ad- 
ducing an analogous case. The Hymn-book of the church in 
Wurtemburgh, has just been improved; it first was submitted 
to a synod, then for the confirmation of the king: and after 
that, it was sent to the press. se 

Hamburgh.—The progress of toleration, even in this city. 
has been recently manifested by the following appointment of 
Jews. Lr. Gerson is elected a member of the Council of 
Health. Dr.G.’s eminence in his profession, and his generous 
to all have earned for him this 

istinction. err obinore is 
Consul at the port of Lek, 

Norray.—Another serious fire having occurred at Dron- 
them, by which a great proportion of the inhabitants have 
been left destitute, a subscription was opened at Altona, to 
which the Jewish merchants contributed most liberally. It is 
worthy of note, that Jews are excluded from Norway by the 
laws; this illiberality, however, does not appear to have stayed 


‘Since then, the Berlin correspondent of the 


OF JACOB. 


the progress of Jewish charity ; and it her possible that this 
‘Hustration of our national character, may’ Influence 
in disposing the Storthing to 4 eir 
exclusion, as will the work recently pu e Di Ri advocacy 
of the Jews, and the eC agitation of Drs. Riesser and 
‘inheim f e same end. 
burgh papers, an account of the presentation y the mperor, of 
two hundred silver rubles to a Jewish family under the fol. 
lowing circumstances -—At a fire which occurred at Skopin, a 
Jew named Breisch gave most effective assistance, and sus. 
tained, in consequence, Injuries which occasioned his death: 
the above sum was presented to his family. | | : 
Statistics. —From a statistical table published in the Staats 
Zeitung of Prussia, we find that the increase of Jews in that 
country, from the years 1837 to 1840, amounts to 10,744; the 
numbers for the latter year being 194,323, The increase of the 
population in Prussia 1s, In proportion, greatest among the Jews: 
a fact borne out by prior statistics. The following reasons are 
assigned for this. . The mortality of infants 1s much less, and 
the duration of life much greater among Jews than Chnistians, 
These facts are thus accounted for: the former, because the 
Jewish women do not engage in such rude occupations as those 
of their own class among the Christiats; and the longevity of 
the Jews is ascribed to their greater moderation in the use of 
stimulating drinks.—Archives Israel tes. | 
Jews in Prussia.—A letter from Berlin, 16th inst., in the 


Gazette of Upper Germany, has the following, with reference 
'to the proposition now before the Prussian Council ot State, on 
the subject of excluding the Jews of that country trom the 
| liability to-serve in the army :—"* This proposition has led toa 
conference between M. de Humboldt and M. de Stollberg. In 
a letter, M. de Humboldt says—* Illnatured rumours have 
been current on this subject; but if public opinion be against 
| the principles involved in the proposition, I do not hesitate to 
regard it as contrary to sound policy and liberal feelings. It 
does not belong to man to interpret the decrees of God. 
The ages of noe. Reet show to what an extent the human mind 
may err!’ M. de Humboldt adds, that complete emancipation 
seems to him to be a necessity of the times. The Academy of 
Sciences has just given a noble example of tolerance. It has 
admitted as member, on the proposition of M. de Humboldt, 
the leaned philosopher, Dr. Riesser, of the Jewish persuasion. 
In the present state of things, this choice cannot fail to create 
a profound impression.— Morning: Post. | 
Syria.—It appears that the fanaticism which so recently 
attacked the Jews of Damascus with such fatal consequences, 
is now directed against the Christians, whose exclusion from 
Syria the Mussulman population is said to be resolved upon. 
We regret to find, that the overt acts of these fanatics have 
called for the serious remonstrances of our ambassador at the 
Porte. An anonymous correspondent infers, that we shall be 
i glad to hear that Doctor Alexander has not been stoned at 
| aivapey™ He can scarcely expect our insertion of his impu- 
tation of “a lie” to the ugsburg Gazette, and “the equally 
veracious Yimes,” unless he give his name and his authority. 


: ON THE PROSPECTS OF CONVERSION FROM THE 


| JEWS, 

| To the Editor of ** The Voice of Jacob.” 

_ Sir,.—The notice taken by you, in the last Number of your 
Valuable paper, of a Russian Ukase for the systematic further- 
| ance of apostacy among the Jews, as well as of the covert and 
_overt attempts for the same purpose nearer home; and the 
appeal addressed by you, in consequence, to the body of our 


Ration, to be “up and doing,” may plead for the seasonableness 


“« vs ésumé of w at has, within these latter times, been achieved 
~ © representatives of the Russian system in this country, i.e. 
Society for the Promotion of Christianity among the 
| dine will show, how vain it is for nations 
r 
bots, “iB oe to take counsel against the things that 
accounts published in’the ‘ Jewish Intelligence,” 
Me Alissionaries corresponding with the London Society, it 
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appears that the total of Jews, great and small, male and female, 
converted—as they please to term it—through the instrumen- 
tality of the society’s servants, from the beginning to the end of 
the year 1841, Just amounts to twenty-two! Considering that 
the Intelligence contains the bulletins of whatever has been 
achieved for the cause in India, ‘Turkey, Austria; in Germany, 
Prussia, Holland ; in Belgium, France, England, Poland, Pales- 
tine, Barbary; considering that there is no reason for suspect- 
ing that any real cases of conversion have been allowed to pass 
unnoticed, (since the hired agents of the society, would, in cases 
of doubt, rather ‘‘ thrice slay the slain,” than leave unrecorded 
the offering ofa single sacrifice on their altar)—it must be con- 
fessed, that these results are sadly disproportionate to the notes 
of dreadful preparation, with which these standard-bearers of 
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the church militant are accustomed to sally forth from the 
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been, almost in the whole of Europe, materially changed for 
the better. That the political position of the Jews has been 
gradually improving everywhere, needs no proof; not only 
the governments, but, what is a far greater advantage, the 
people of Europe, have more or less banished from their minds 
antiquated prejudices against the Jewish name and character. 
Indifferentism is disappearing apace and is discredited among 
the Jews, even where it is a Tos. of honor among other reli- 
gious denominations; many enlightened rabbins and teachers 
occupy the synagogue chair, and seek to ‘* bring back the hearts 
of the sons to their fathers; men of letters, glorying in the 
name of ‘* Jewish men of letters,”’ enforce respect from the 
learned public for their own meritorious labours, as well as for 
the long neglected treasures of our learned ancestors; ardent 
preachers of the divine word shed far and wide the cheering 


grandiloquent “‘ Conciones”’ at Exeter Hall. ‘Twenty-two bap- | ray of religious instruction among the people; upwards of a 
tisms are all the ledger of the society shows as the equivalent for | dozen Jewish publications have undertaken the advocacy of 


upwards of 22,000/. received (according to the last annual 
report) by the Missionaries from their ‘‘ benevolent public,” during 
the space of one year. It is for the supporters of these Mis- 
sions to see, whether they have much reason to be proud of the 
mystical proportion between the supplies and “ the conquests 
brought home” in the course of one year. Iam induced to 
bring forward this fact merely for the purpose of showing to the 
Jewish public, that no serious apprehension is to be entertained 
from a society whose history is a practical illustration of the old 
fable of the mountain in labour. As your appeal calls general 
attention to the subject, I would especially urge on those who 
have influence among our brethren, the propriety of bestowing 
their solicitude on those wants of the humbler Jewish classes, 
here and elsewhere, which the members of the conversion 
society boast, with such unblushing ostentation, to relieve, and 
the existence of which is their most plausible passport for an 
introduction. 

The scheme of the socicty proves itself a failure, (however 
profitable for its emissaries,) not only from the quantity, but 
principally from the quality of the converts whose correspon- 
dence fills the greater portion of last year’s ‘* Intelligence :”’ 
from these very documents I intend, in a future communication, 
to forward you vouchers, for the justice of the opinion I entertain 
of the worthies whose names go to make up. the famous twenty- 
two. Were the cause of ‘*Conversion’’ only passable, the 
means with which a proselytising sect has been persuaded to 
support the society, in conjunction with the very favorable 
auspices under which the society made its appearance and conti- 
nued its work for years among us, could not have failed to ensure 
results, at which the real lovers of the Jews would indeed have 
to grieve. When the promoters of the mission started on their 
career, the political state of the Israelites in many continental 
countries of Europe, and in England, was very different from 
what it now is, it having been such as to excite, In many a weak 
mind, the desire to find a colorable excuse for breaking off con- 
nexion with a body, no-where befriended, and in many places 
cruelly harassed. Indifferentism had then made fearful havoe 
among those classes that mingled socially with their Gentile 
countrymen; few indeed, were the means of instruction then 
anywhere existing for the Jewish multitude ; religious authority 
was almost exclusively in the hands of men on whom the spirit 
of the age could exercise no beneficial influence, and who were 
as unfit for strengthening the religious edifice where required, 
internally, as they were incapable to make a head against the 
assailant, externally : public organs for the interchange of thought, 
of advice, were either unknown or inaccessible to the mass :— 
the bond of fraternal connexion scarcely bound together the 
members of the same congregation, and was totally ineffectual, 
in those times of dreaded suspicion, for interesting the Jews of 
one portion of the world, in the fate of their remoter brethren. 
I venture to say, that if a wholesale conversion ever were pos- 
sible, it was in the state of the Jews at that period; and if, de- 
spite the advantageous position of the society, its boisterous 
efforts have had so puny an effect, it cannot be expected that 
any new inventions in the arts of proselytising can render the 
design more successful henceforward, 

By the silent, but powerful, agency of a more general dif- 
fusion of enlightenment, the condition of our community has 
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Jewish interests in Germany alone; this good example has been 
followed; France, England, Holland, Hungary, Belgium and 
Poland, all have their Jewish periodicals, their magazines, their 
Jewish organs. Versions and commentaries of the sacred serip- 
tures, equal in literary merit (and. even superior) to the most 
renowned modern productions of Christian divines, have been 


published by the ablest teachers of our religion in erudite 


| 


Germany ; similar works of sterling value are in process in 
France and in our own courtry; and more glorious than all, 
when barbarous fanaticism directs a cowardly attack against an 
unprotected portion of our brethren, and against the character 
of our religion, the whole house of Israel feels the thrill of in- 
dignation, and fearlessly proclaims that when the law of God is 
reviled in the East, the Israelite of the uttermost West lifts up 
his heart and his hands to the defender of his faith. 

The present time is fraught with mighty consequences for 
the people of Israel. May those whom God has blessed with 
ability to do good and with love for the scattered brethren of 
their faith, understand the signs of the times; may they, b 
just and laudable means, obtain the guidance of the Jewish 
mind, and proceed under the favorable auspices of these days 
to a pene? beneficient conversion of our own masses, 
long disregarded as they have been; may they understand their 
high and responsible mission, and prove it by advocating, in an 
inoffensive but energetic manner, the rights of men in quarters’ 
where these rights, so far as the Jew is concerned, are scarcely 
recognised, and by administering to the wants, principally 
spiritual, of the lower classes ;—in short, may they strenuously 
further the work, now everywhere progressing ;—then, indeed, 
will the Missionaries, in a very short time, have to look some- 
where to the south of the desert of Sahara for that comfortable 
Missionary region, where “‘ the generality of the Jews are very 
ignorant,’ and “ are so little acquainted with the Bible,’’* as 
to become an easy prey to the sophistries of itinerant agents of 
apostacy. 


False Colours.—The peculiar terms of an advertisement in our 
columns (headed Sy qySy.oySw,) the insertion of which has 
been obtained through our printer, induced us to apply for the 
work to Wertheimer and Co., whose name is employed. Messrs. 
W. and Co. knew nothing of it, and on investigation, found 
that they had merely printed a few wrappers with a different, 
though similar title, for a respectable house. We 
called there, (at Bagster and Sons,) and were shown the work: 
it is not what it is made to seem In our columns; and what 
might induce a Jewish parent to order it as a suitable picture 
book for his children. The very title page is different, the 
mottos are different (two are from the “ New Testament”), 
and a whole series of interleaved notes labour to prove, that 
the tabernacle sacrifices were merely typical of Christianity, 
This is evidently the object of the publication ;—and is it 


honest to seek thus covertly to introduce the thing into Jewish 
families? We have not room to make further remark at pre- 
sent; and we cannot doubt that Messrs. Wertheimer and Co., a 
Jewish house of acknowledged respectability, will be glad to 
remedy the looseness of a system which permits such a use of. 
their name. 


Jewish Intellig., Oct. 1841. 
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128 THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


On Dits.—That, in the Birmingham congregation, it is in r 


agitation to adopt the improvements recently introduced in 
the synagogues of other towns.—That Dr. Loewe is invited to 
deliver a sermon in the Great Synagogue, Duke Street, on the 
second day of the ensuing my3v.—That_ Mr. Whaley, Jun. 1s 
appointed one of the examiners, in the department of mathe- 
matics, for the London University. —That the Liverpool Hebrew 
Educational Institution is progressing favourably.—That a few 
geutlemen, connected with the ire, in Great St. Helens, 
are about to effect arrangements whereby Dr. Benisch will give, 
in some convenient locality, a series of scriptural expositions, 
to be followed by discussion, on every alternate Sabbath. 


HE SUBSCRIBERS and FRIENDS of the BETH. 
HAMEDRASH, (COLLEGE) are requested to attend a Meeting to be held at 

the Vestry Room, of the Great Synagogue, on Wednesday, the 4th of May next, at 
6 o’Clock in the Evening. —The Chair will be taken at 7 o’Clock precisely, 

APRIL 20, 5602. SIMEON OPPENHEIM, Hon. Sec. 


ORPHAN ASYLUM, Leman-street, Goodman's. 
‘ields. 
PATRONS. 


— 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ The Conciliator” of R. Menasseh ben Israel, &c , by E. H. 
Lindo. 


We are unable todo more at present than glance over the 
copy sent to us. As it is not to be published till next week, 
our review will be in time in a future number. 


Charities of the Sphardim Congregation.—‘ One of -he Old 
School ” would not find his cause served by our insertion of 
his defence against charges of “ illegality and inexpediency.” 

D. A.’s contribution is received with thanks. 


‘© 4 Mother in Israel.’-—The letter will be inserted in the 
next number. 


“* LIIL Chapter of Isaiah.” Mr, Newman’s exposition 1s in 
type, but unavoidably postponed. 


Notice.—The marriages or deaths of persons of considera- 
tion in our community, will be announced, if communicated 
either by the registering officer, or by members of the family. 
NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. | 
Friday 29th of April, 19th of Ws 34th of 4% Sabbath at 7° 


Sabb. 30 20 WON 

Friday 6th of May, 26 nen ‘* Sabbath at 7° 

Tues. 10 Istofyyp 43 
NOTICE, 


Subscribers of not less than half a guinea annually, towards 
the loss on this undertaking, are entitled to receive the num- 
bers regularly, postage free. Instructions to be forwarded to 
the Office, 27, Camomile Street, St; Mary Axe. There are 
several accounts due to us still outstanding, our friends would 
lighten our labours, already sufficiently onerous, if by remittance 
they would save us the necessity of extra office duties. 


Readers, out of the London distributor's circle, may obtain 


this periodical on application to any respectable bookseller, 
who can supply the numbers regularly, without extra charge. 


Agents for Germany have been appointed in compliance with 
the request of our continental friends. They are Herr Boet- 
decker in Hamburg—and Herr Asher in Berlin. 


— 


hase ROD OF JUDGMENT; which demonstrates by 


natural inferences, the Truth of the Oral Law, transmitted to us by the 
Sages of Israel, the Authors of the Mishna and the Talmud. By the Rev. David 
Nieto, (of blessed memory,) Chief Rabbi of the Spanish and Portuguese Congrega- 
tion of London, (in the year 5474). Translated from the Hebrew, by Dr. 


L. Loewe. Printed by Wertheimer, & Co.; Sold by the Translator, 55, Mansell 
Street, Goodmand’s Fields. (No. 1, Price 1s.) 


Sy 
PsaALM cxxv. 5. 


Just Published, price 12s. (Demy Folio in Boards and Lettered ), | 
reas TABERNACLE IN THE WILDERNESS. Accord- 


ing to the Pattern seen by Moses in the Mount. Ex. xxiv. 18, xxv. 1—40. 
Four Engravings, coloured, and inlaid with Gold, Silver and Brass, according to 
the texts of Scripture. Dedicated to the House of Israel. By W. G. RuIND. 


OW—Lee. xvii. 1. 
London:—J. Wertheimer & Co., Circus Place, Finsbury Circus. - 


( Vide “False Colours,” page 127. 


Her Majesty the QUEEN DOWAGER. 
Her Royal Highness the Duchess of KENT. 
His Royal Highness the Duke of CAMBRIDGE, K. G. 
His Grace the Duke of BUCCLEUCH, K. G, 

A PUBLIC DINNER in aid of the above charitable Institution will take place 
on Thursday, the 5th of May next, at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate street, on 
which oceasion the Stewards have the honour to announce that | 

The Right Hon, Lord JOHN RUSSELL, M. P., has kindly consented to 
| take the chair, 
President—L. JACOBS, Esq. 
Vice-Presidents—JOSHUA JOSEPH, Esq., and ELIAS DAVIS, Esq. 
Treasurer—Samuel Moses, Esq. 
STEWARDS. 


The Rt. Hon. Viscount Palmerston, M.P., 
G..C. B. 
The Right Hon. Sir John Pirie, Bart., 
Lord Mayor. 
George Byng, Esq., M.P. 
Benj. Bond Cabbell, Esq., F.R.S. 
Sir Wm. Clay, Bart., M.P. 
Hannanel De Castro, Esq. 
Morris Emanuel, Esq. 
Aaron Joseph, Esq.’ 


Lawrence Levy, Esq. 

Isaac Lyon, Esq. 

Lawrence Myers, Esq. 
Lawrence Phillips, Esq. 
Alexander Rogers, Esq., Sheriff. 
Baron Mayer De Rothschild. 
Denis M. Samuel, Esq. 

Simon Samuel, Esq. 

John Sammell, Esq. 

Laurence Thompson, Esq. 
Dinner on table at 5 o’clock. Tickets, one guinea each, (not transferable) may 


be obtained of the Stewards; of the Acting Committee; at the London Tavern ; 
and at the Asylum, Leman-street, Goodman’s-tields. 3 


JOHN DIAS, How. Szc. 


LOUCESTER HOUSE ACADEMY. Mr. Neumegen, 


having removed his Establishment from Highgate to Gloucester House, 
Kew ; where he has taken spacious premises, delightfully situated, surrounded by 
four acres of ground and in every respect admirably adapted for a first rate 
Establishment; solicits the patronage of his friends, and assures them, that in 
addition to the well known salubrity of the situation, he is determined that, as far 
as regards the solidity of the instruction, the domestic arrangements, and parental! 
attention, for promoting the general happiness of the Pupils, his Establishment 
shall not be excelled by any in the Country. : 

Mr. Neumegen flatters himself, that his long experience in the scholastic pro- 
fession, and the proficiency of the numerous pupils that have been educated under 
his care, will entitle him to the same encouragement and patronage, which he 
had the honor of enjoying for twenty years, at Highgate. 

The pupils are instructed in the Hebrew Language grammatically, and graduaily 
made acquainted with its sublime Literature, now so generally and so justly 
admitted as being most essential for the education of our youth, — 

To meet the wishes of some of Mr. N.’s friends, he has established a separate 
class for instruction in the Talmud, under his immediate superintendence, for 
| such pupils whose parents should particularly desire them to be acquainted with 
| the knowledge of that erudite study, 

Terms.—Including English in all its branches, Hebrew, French, Writing, Book 
keeping, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, &e. Geography, and the Use of the 
Globes :—~Thirty-six Guineas per Annum; Washing included. Latin and Greek. 
One Guinea per Quarter each. Music, Dancing, Drawing, &c., on the usual terms. 
Each Pupil to bring six towels and a dessert spoon and fork. Pupils under Eight 
years of age, are admitted at Thirty Guineas per Annum, without any extra 
charge whatever. 

The two Vacations, at the Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles, one Month 


each; but any pupil is at liberty to remain at those times, without any additional! 
expense, except during the week of Passover. 


Mile from the towns of Northfleet and Gravesend. Mrs. and the Misses 
Crowcour, beg once more to announce to their friends and the public, that Schoo! 
has re-commenced; and they feel assured that the well known salubrious atmos- 
phere of Gravesend, the delightful retirement of their residence, the arrangements 
which have been made for corporeal and mental improvement, and the flattering 
eulogiums bestowed upon the system of education, and the domestic arrangements 


pursued in their establishment, will entitle them to a continuati 
which they have hitherto received. —Terms moderate, 


M7 ANTED as Assistant 
ant in a Jewish Seminary, situated a 


a young man of unex i 
the Hebrew persuasion, to inst af ceptionable character, and of 


instruct in the Hebrew and English lan Writing, 
Arithmetic, &c.—For particulars, Apply at No. 9, Houndsditch. 


Communications 
Camomile Street. 


for the Editor, to be addressed to the Office, 27, 


London: Published by Srei1z1, Paternoster 
’ Row; d Id b 
Reynolds, Church Row, Aldgate ; Valentine, 


Houndsditch; Levy, (Distri 
and Dyte & Son, 14, Middlesex Street, Spitalfields ; 


Printed by E. Vanry, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate. 


I AY HOUSE ACADEMY, egui-distant about Half a 
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